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At eight o'clock in the evening of the ist of
December, the Councillors of State3 the Senators,
and the Deputies drove to Saint-Cloud with the
formal decree naming Louis Napoleon emperor.
It was a foggy night3 and the procession, which
mustered two hundred carriages, was lighted on
its way by mounted torch-bearers. The morrow
had been selected for the proclamation of the
Empire-in deference once again to the super-
stitious fancies of the prince - because it was the
anniversary of his uncle's coronation, of Austerlitz,
and of his own successful coup d'etat. So, on the
and of December, 1852, he was escorted by the
Councillors, Senators, and Deputies from Saint-
Cloud through the gaily beflagged streets of Paris
to the Tuileries, where a banquet and reception
brought the festivities to a close.

That night the prisoner of Ham slept in the
palace of kings : by the grace of God and the
expressed will of the people, Napoleon the Third,
Emperor of the French.